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InterCounty Connector Construction Will Destroy Waterways Feeding Anacostia River and the Chesapeake Bay
Environmental and Civic Organizations Call for “Stay of Execution”

WASHINGTON (February 18, 2009)  A coalition of conservation and community groups today called on the Montgomery County Planning Board to stop the Maryland State Highway Administration’s (SHA) plans to begin construction of a highway bridge along the Upper Paint Branch in the Anacostia Watershed. 
Citing pollution problems and design flaws already evident in the Upper Rock Creek Special Protection Area portion of the highway project, the Audubon Naturalist Society, Coalition for Smarter Growth, Eyes of Paint Branch, Community Research, and Neighbors of Northwest Branch have also called on Governor O’Malley to grant a “stay of execution” for Upper Paint Branch.

“The State Highway Administration has turned the Mill Creek area of Upper Rock Creek into a moonscape and has obliterated the forests, wetlands and streams there,” said Diane Cameron, Audubon Naturalist Society Conservation Program Director. “It really comes down to this: Can we truly depend on the State and the County Planning Board to protect and restore the Anacostia River and the Chesapeake Bay?”

“The Planning Board has the chance to send a clear message to State Highway: ‘You must fully comply with all stream protection requirements under the Special Protection Areas program, or we will not allow you to continue construction of the ICC,” said David Dunmire, Acting Chair of the Eyes of Paint Branch. 

“The Montgomery County Planning Board and County Council have already questioned the State Highway Administration about serious shortcomings in its plans and in its performance when it comes to protecting the County’s healthiest streams from this destructive mega-project, and State Highway has come up short again and again,” said Greg Smith of Community Research. “Based on the State Highway Administration’s failures in the Upper Rock Creek Special Protection Area, the Planning Board should demand answers on how State Highway plans to meet even the intent of our environmental laws, never mind the letter. Protecting these watersheds is vital to saving the Bay, and the Bay is on life support. Enough is enough.”

”If the Planning Board and the State are serious about restoring the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers and the Chesapeake Bay, then they must protect these healthy streams,” said Cameron. “That is why we are asking the Governor for a stay of execution. And that is why we are asking the Planning Board not to allow the State Highway Administration to destroy these precious resources. Clear cutting these forests and bulldozing these stream valleys will push these waters, and the Anacostia and the Bay, ever closer to lifelessness.”
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